Proclamations Proc. 8316

Proclamation 8315 of October 31, 2008
National Adoption Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Adoption Month, we recognize the compassion of adoptive
and foster families as we seek to raise awareness of the need for every child
in America to have a safe, loving, and permanent home.

Adopting a child is a great joy and also a great responsibility. Parents are
a child’s first teachers, and adoptive families can help children learn char-
acter and values, the importance of giving back to their community and
country, and the courage to realize their potential. On November 15, caring
parents across our Nation will celebrate National Adoption Day by final-
izing their adoptions and bringing home children in need of a hopeful life.

My Administration is committed to helping young people find the love,
stability, and support that a family can provide. We have joined with com-
munity and faith-based organizations to raise public awareness of foster
children awaiting adoption. With the help of the Congress, we are assisting
families in overcoming the financial barriers to adopting children through
programs such as the Adoption Incentives Program. In addition, the Col-
laboration to AdoptUsKids project, which can be found at adoptuskids.org,
provides guidance and resources for parents exploring adoption.

During National Adoption Month, we honor adoptive and foster parents
who have shown America the depth and kindness of the human heart.
Their love and dedication inspire the next generation of Americans to
achieve their dreams and demonstrate the true spirit of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 as National
Adoption Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities to honor adoptive families and to partici-
pate in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8316 of October 31, 2008
National Hospice Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Hospice Month, we honor the dedicated health care pro-
fessionals and volunteers who help the terminally ill spend their final days
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in comfort and with dignity. Hospice care providers and other compas-
sionate individuals are a constant reminder that the greatness of America
lies in the hearts and souls of its citizens.

Americans believe that every person has matchless value throughout all of
life’s stages. Hospice physicians, nurses, counselors, and volunteers put
this belief into action by using their talents and energy to care for those
who are terminally ill and by providing support and comfort to their loved
ones. As an alternative to traditional services, hospice care frequently pro-
vides assistance in the home so that patients can be surrounded by family
and friends. Hospice counselors offer guidance to patients, as well as to
those close to them, as they deal with grief, anxiety, and other end-of-life
issues. Through these and countless other acts of compassion, our Nation’s
hospice caregivers lift up souls, offer peace of mind, and strengthen Amer-
ica’s culture of life.

Throughout National Hospice Month, we recognize hospice care profes-
sionals and volunteers for their selfless efforts to provide physical, psycho-
logical, and spiritual assistance to terminally ill patients and their families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 as National
Hospice Month. I encourage all Americans to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities. I also ask Americans to recognize our
health care professionals and volunteers for their contributions to helping
provide comfort and care to those facing terminal illness.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8317 of October 31, 2008
Veterans Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of the men
and women who in defense of our freedom have bravely worn the uniform
of the United States.

From the fields and forests of war-torn Europe to the jungles of Southeast
Asia, from the deserts of Iraq to the mountains of Afghanistan, brave patri-
ots have protected our Nation’s ideals, rescued millions from tyranny, and
helped spread freedom around the globe. America’s veterans answered the
call when asked to protect our Nation from some of the most brutal and
ruthless tyrants, terrorists, and militaries the world has ever known. They
stood tall in the face of grave danger and enabled our Nation to become
the greatest force for freedom in human history. Members of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard have answered a high calling
to serve and have helped secure America at every turn.
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